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The bill also codifies requirements for ad-

ditional transparency by mandating certain 
public reporting by the government, author-
izing additional reporting by providers, and 
establishing a statutory mechanism for de-
classification and release of FISA Court 
opinions consistent with national security. 
It establishes a process for appointment of 
an amicus curiae to assist the FISA Court 
and FISA Court of Review in appropriate 
matters. It provides reforms to national se-
curity letters, requiring review of the need 
for their secrecy. The bill also closes poten-
tial gaps in collection authorities and in-
creases the maximum criminal penalty for 
materially supporting a foreign terrorist or-
ganization. 

Overall, the significant reforms contained 
in this legislation will provide the public 
greater confidence in how our intelligence 
activities are carried out and in the over-
sight of those activities, while ensuring vital 
national security authorities remain in 
place. You have our commitment that we 
will notify Congress if we find that provi-
sions of this law significantly impair the In-
telligence Community’s ability to protect 
national security. We urge the Congress to 
pass this bill promptly. 

Sincerely, 
LORETTA E. LYNCH, 

Attorney General. 
JAMES R. CLAPPER, 

Director of National Intelligence. 

Mr. LEAHY. But even more impor-
tantly, last week the House of Rep-
resentatives passed the USA FREE-
DOM Act of 2015 with an overwhelming 
vote of 338 to 88. At a time when the 
public says Congress is locked in par-
tisan gridlock, look at this over-
whelming vote of Republicans and 
Democrats for the USA FREEDOM 
Act. Well, the Senate ought to do the 
same thing the House did. 

We can keep our country safe with-
out a government database of billions 
of Americans’ phone records. I think 
about Richard Clarke, who is a former 
counterterrorism official. He spent six 
months examining this program as a 
member of the President’s Review 
Group. He concluded the program has 
‘‘no benefit.’’ We do not need it, and, 
more importantly, Americans do not 
want it. 

I fear that if Congress does not end 
this bulk collection program, it will 
only open the door to the next dragnet 
surveillance program. Next time it will 
not just be phone records. It might be 
location information or medical 
records or credit card records. That is 
why it is so important to stop it now. 

Some will say Congress doesn’t need 
to act because the Second Circuit has 
already ruled that this program is ille-
gal. I have read the court’s decision, I 
agree with it, and I hope this panel de-
cision will ultimately be upheld by the 
Supreme Court. But there are other 
pending lawsuits and it could be 
months or even years before we know 
how the courts will ultimately rule on 
this issue. 

In addition, the USA FREEDOM Act 
doesn’t just end bulk collection under 
section 215 and the other national secu-
rity authorities; it also contains other 
important reforms that cannot be won 
through legal challenges, such as new 
transparency measures and a panel of 

experts from which the FISA Court can 
draw on for amicus support. So the 
courts made it very clear Congress has 
to act. 

Congress has spent years working on 
these issues, with numerous hearings. 
The Senate last year came up with ba-
sically the same bill the House has just 
overwhelmingly passed. We shouldn’t 
be staying around here talking about 
whether we are going to go over the 
brink. We are going to put our intel-
ligence community under pressure. 

The USA FREEDOM Act is a respon-
sible solution that can pass both Cham-
bers today, including with a majority 
vote for it in this body today. Its en-
actment will ensure that these expiring 
provisions do not sunset. I urge Sen-
ators to support it. 

Let us not play politics with the se-
curity of this country. Let us talk 
about what really can be done, what 
has been done in a responsible, bipar-
tisan way in the other body, and let us 
step up and do the same in the Senate. 
That is what I would urge, not this 
brinkmanship which will actually 
bring about the end of all of these pro-
visions. Maybe some would like that. I 
think we have a better balance here 
with the USA FREEDOM Act. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum, 

and ask unanimous consent that the 
time be equally divided between the 
two parties. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SONNY DIXON 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, it is 
not often that anyone comes to the 
floor of the Senate to praise a jour-
nalist one way or another; but in Geor-
gia, on the 31st of May of this year, 
Sonny Dixon of Savannah, GA, will re-
tire after 18 years of being the anchor 
at WTOC in Savannah, GA. 

Sonny Dixon is a rare breed indeed in 
terms of political reporters because he 
has actually been in elected office, 
serving for years in the Georgia Legis-
lature, some of those years with me. I 
know him as a friend, I know him as a 
professional, and I know him as coastal 
Georgia’s best anchorman, period. 

He was awarded the Edward R. Mur-
row Award and the Associated Press 
award for best anchor in Georgia. He 
has been recognized by everyone who 
can do so for his professionalism, his 
knowledge, his skill, and his talent. 

It is a privilege for me to acknowl-
edge today on the floor of the Senate 
his 18 years of service as an anchor, his 
10 years of service in the Georgia Leg-
islature, and his lifetime of commit-
ment to the greatest State of all, the 

State of Georgia, to the betterment of 
his community, to the betterment of 
Savannah, the first capital of the 
State. 

So as we take this moment in time to 
pause, I want to congratulate Sonny 
Dixon on a great career and a great 
recognition that is well earned. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROY ROBERTS 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I would 
like to talk about Roy Roberts from 
Walton County, GA. It is not often that 
a Senator from Georgia rises to pay 
tribute to a Kentucky basketball play-
er, but Roy Roberts played for the fa-
mous Adolf Rupp in the 1960s and was 
an All-SEC basketball player for the 
University of Kentucky. He was a great 
player and made many all-star teams 
and received many awards, but he came 
back to Georgia to ranch and farm 1,000 
acres, raise Hereford cows, and, with 
his two brothers, make Walton County, 
GA, the centerpiece of our State. 

He has annually participated in 
many things that involve politics and 
public involvement in Walton County 
and has helped to lead Walton County 
to be one of the leading Republican 
counties in the State of Georgia. 

Most notable is the Roy Roberts an-
nual barbecue, which takes place next 
Tuesday in Walton County, GA, where 
over 1,000 Georgians and Presidential 
candidates from all over the country 
will come to meet at Roy Roberts’ 
farm, enjoy a little barbecue, and enjoy 
the best of grassroots politics. 

Were it not for people like Roy Rob-
erts, we wouldn’t have the body politic 
we have, we wouldn’t have the democ-
racy we have, and Georgia would not be 
the great State it is. 

I am pleased to rise today and com-
mend to everyone the work of citizen 
Roy Roberts, a great American, a great 
Georgian, and a pretty doggone good 
basketball player for the University of 
Kentucky. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF 
TRAFFICKING ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it was 
just a few weeks ago that the Senate 
took up and passed S. 178, the Justice 
for Victims of Trafficking Act. This 
bill took us a while to get through but 
ultimately garnered unanimous sup-
port from this Chamber with a vote of 
99 to 0. I am happy to report that the 
House of Representatives will take up 
and pass this bill later on today, and 
this vital legislation will then head to 
the President for his signature. 
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I thank my colleague and friend and 

fellow Texan, Representative TED POE 
of Houston, for serving as the chief 
House sponsor for this legislation. I 
also express my gratitude to the House 
leadership team and Chairman GOOD-
LATTE of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee for their important work on 
this issue. 

This legislation, as we said before, 
will provide victims of sexual exploi-
tation, slavery, and human trafficking 
in the United States with an avenue to 
find healing and restoration. Most im-
portantly, the victims, who are often 
children, will have access to additional 
resources to ensure that they get the 
shelter and the services they need. I 
am thankful that Members from both 
Chambers and from both sides of the 
aisle were able to recognize the ur-
gency of the matter and get the job 
done. 

While this bill represents a step for-
ward, there is more we need to do and 
more we will do to continue to fight 
the scourge of human trafficking. In 
the coming years, we will look back on 
this moment as a time when our coun-
try finally began to get serious about 
this problem and heard the voices of 
the thousands of American victims in 
our own backyard. 

f 

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this 

Chamber has now turned its consider-
ation to trade promotion authority, or 
TPA. I am a supporter of this legisla-
tion because my State is the largest 
exporting State in the country, and I 
think our economy and the number of 
jobs that are created in Texas are re-
flective of our strong commitment to 
international trade. 

We simply find the point inarguable 
that to open new markets to the prod-
ucts that our agricultural sectors 
grow, our ranchers raise, and our man-
ufacturers make seems to be such an 
obvious thing to do. That is why I am 
a big supporter of this legislation. 

It is not something that just helps 
businesses; it helps consumers, too. Re-
ducing the protections for domestically 
produced goods helps consumers most 
dramatically. It helps with their cost 
of living and helps make their daily or 
weekly or monthly paycheck go a little 
bit further. 

Earlier this week, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that U.S. exports to 
trade-pact countries were growing at a 
far higher rate than exports to 
nontrade-pact countries. So if we get 
this TPA passed and the United States 
enters into one of these agreements 
under negotiation, such as the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership, we could see 
American exports to the region sky-
rocket. This region in particular in-
volves 11 other countries and makes up 
about 40 percent of the world’s econ-
omy, and, of course, it would be a 
ready-market for U.S. products, from 
beef to electronics. 

The reason why trade promotion au-
thority is so important is because it 

makes no sense—in fact, I think it is 
almost impossible—to negotiate a 
trade deal with 535 Members of Con-
gress. Congress gives the President the 
authority within very firm and clear 
directives on how the President’s U.S. 
trade administration should negotiate 
this. Frankly, I think this is one area 
where we have bipartisan agreement 
that this is good. So why wouldn’t we 
work together in the best interests of 
the American people and our economy? 

Trade doesn’t just help businesses, as 
I have said; trade and TPA also help 
the consumer by driving down prices 
they pay every day at the drugstore, 
the grocery store, the hardware store— 
you name it. This legislation is good 
for American exporters and good for 
American consumers. Put simply, 
trade is good for America. 

Let me reiterate that this bill is not 
filled with partisan rhetoric. It is actu-
ally a very simple trade tool that will 
give Congress the authority to examine 
any upcoming trade deal the President 
is trying to cut and make sure the 
American people get a fair shake. 

I have heard several of our colleagues 
say they have gone down to a room to 
look at what has so far been negotiated 
on the Trans-Pacific Partnership. That 
is a good thing, but the fact is that ne-
gotiations aren’t complete. That is not 
the whole deal; it is just a start. 

Many of the provisions in the TPA 
are just commonsense proposals. For 
example, if passed, TPA would give 
Congress the authority to access the 
full text of the trade agreement. Of 
course, it is hard to get more straight-
forward than that. It would also make 
sure there is greater transparency and 
accountability in the negotiation proc-
ess, with regular briefings by the ad-
ministration to Congress and Members 
allowed to actually attend the negotia-
tions. 

In short, this trade legislation will 
provide Congress the needed oversight 
of the trade negotiations and will act 
as a safeguard for American interests 
to make sure our markets and our 
goods and services remain competitive 
in the global marketplace. 

Finally, I would like to say that this 
is a reminder of how the Senate should 
function—as a deliberative body that 
votes regularly on a bipartisan basis to 
do something important to help hard- 
working American families. We vote. 

I hope we will have a series of votes 
later this afternoon. I think having an 
open amendment process, as the major-
ity leader has promised, is something 
that has been found to be a welcome 
development not just for the majority 
but also for the minority, which I know 
wants to participate in the process and 
thus represent their constituents to 
the best of their ability. Although 
some of my colleagues from across the 
aisle do not support this legislation, I 
hope they don’t block it and prevent 
those of us who are interested in pass-
ing a good trade promotion authority 
piece of legislation from working pro-
ductively. 

I would encourage all of our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
offer their amendments so that the 
Senate can debate them and vote on 
them. That is our job as the elected 
representatives of the American peo-
ple. 

I see TPA as a real opportunity to 
help American workers earn higher 
wages and send more American-made 
products around the world. I encourage 
our colleagues to support this bill and 
in doing so to lend support to the hard- 
working Americans who increasingly 
rely on trade to support their families. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLARIFYING THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
OF THE BORDER PATROL AGENT 
PAY REFORM ACT OF 2014 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 2252, which has been re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2252) to clarify the effective 

date of certain provisions of the Border Pa-
trol Agent Pay Reform Act of 2014, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2252) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
the reauthorization of trade adjust-
ment assistance, which is included in 
the bill we are now considering. I urge 
my colleagues to oppose any attempt 
to curtail this vital program. 

Trade adjustment assistance—better 
known as TAA—plays an essential role 
in helping hard-working Americans 
who through no fault of their own lose 
their jobs as the result of what is often 
unfair foreign competition. TAA pro-
grams enable displaced workers to ac-
quire the new skills, the new training 
necessary to prepare for jobs in other 
industries. 

I am proud to have authored the bi-
partisan legislation with Senator RON 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:52 May 19, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G19MY6.009 S19MYPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T10:44:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




